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803 April 6, 1900 



Concerninq relief of American seamen in Cuba and Porto Rico. 

Washington, D. C, March 6, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo wherein you 
refer to my letter of August 11, 1899, stating that the appropriation for 
the " Belief and protection of American seamen in foreign countries," 
is, in the opinion of this Department, available for the care of sick, 
disabled, or destitute seamen in Cuban ports, and inquire whether that 
provision of law is likewise available for American seamen at Ponce, 
Porto Eico. 

In the opinion of this Department, the law is not applicable for the 
treatment of sick, disabled, or destitute American seamen in Porto 
Eico for the reason that it is, unlike Cuba in that respect, not a foreign 
country temporarily under military occupancy by the United States. 

In a letter to the Hon. William B. Allison, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, under date of February 19 
last, the Department submitted an amendment to be incorporated in 
the pending diplomatic and consular appropriation bill providing for 
the relief and protection of American seamen in Hawaii, Cuba, Porto 
Eico, and the Philippine Islands. The Department thought it advisable 
to have legislation at the present session of Congress so as to meet all 
possible emergencies, notwithstanding the provisions of the joint reso- 
lution of CoDgress, No. 11, of May 24, 1899 (U. S. Stat, L., vol. 30, 
p. 220), appropriating the sum of $50,000 for the relief of destitute 
citizens of the United States in the island of Cuba. 

By reference to H. E. 7941, making appropriations for the diplo- 
matic and consular service for the approaching fiscal year, it will be 
seen that the Senate, under the head of "Belief and Protection of 
American Seamen," has amended the measure in accordance with the 
Department's recommendation. 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Reports from Gienfuegos and Santa Cruz del Sur. 

Cienftjegos, Cuba, March 26, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended March 
24, 18 deaths have occurred in this city — 4 from malaria, 2 from intes- 
tinal diseases, and 3 from tuberculosis. Six deaths occurred in the 
civil hospital. Death rate for the week, 23.46. No contagious dis- 
eases reported in this vicinity. 

One thousand woolen blankets, used by the Spanish soldiers in this 
city, were ordered sold, and, not knowing whether these blankets had 
ever been infected or not, I had them all passed through the steam 
chamber, as a distribution of infected blankets would be a menace to 
the public health. 

During the week 2 foreign vessels have been inspected at this port, 
and 5 cleared for foreign ports. 

Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan B. Xiques reports no deaths and no 
contagious diseases during the week. No foreign vessels entered this 
port. 
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Casilda.— Dr. Alejandero Cantero — Owing to windy and stormy- 
weather his reports have been delayed. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Remainder of Lancaster 1 s crew leave for New York. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, March 22, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the departure of Garrett Henry 
Lynch, chief yeoman, and Andrew Joseph Barrett, chief gunner's mate 
of the training ship Lancaster, for New York on the United States 
transport McPherson. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, March 26, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward report of this station for the week 
ended March 24, 1900 : 

The exit of American passengers continues heavy, as will be seen by 
the subjoined report. A very considerable number of these passengers 
go through Florida, intending to spend the month of April at the various 
resorts in that State. One of these passengers came near developing 
fever in the United States. He had engaged space on one of the Florida 
lines, intending to stop in that State, but postponed his departure to the 
next trip from some unknown reason. About thirty-six hours after he 
had intended leaving he developed yellow fever and died last night. 

The amount of yellow fever in town continues small, 2 cases only and 
1 death being reported this week. Both of the cases were in Americans. 
The disease — although there is not much of it — is, as compared with last 
year, unusually scattered in the residence, and even the better class resi- 
dence portion of town. So far, there has been none on the water. 

We are engaged in determining the immunity of the crews for the 
Florida passenger traffic, and to balance the loss of the cedula system 
we have the names, etc., of all that are reported with yellow fever in 
1899, and to date this year. These cases were passed on by a competent 
board, and had yellow fever. 

I am endeavoring to obtain, by purchase or otherwise, the hospital 
records of the principal quintas where this disease has been treated in 
times past. As a rule cases are not diagnosed as yellow fever at these 
places unless they are fairly well marked ; the mortality in them aver- 
aging from 30 to 40 per cent, I think shows they have not recorded the 
light or doubtful cases. If we can get these we can pass in any partic- 
ular case with far less trouble on the extremely vexed question of yellow 
fever immunity. 

I have made arrangements with both the Florida lines for handling 
baggage of through passengers by the method outlined in my letter of 
March 5. 1900, which I think gives full security. 

Disinfection of all package mail for the Southern States and of bag- 
gage under Department Circular of June 17, 1899, will commence on 
April 1. 



